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Editorial Information 

As of May 31, 2002, the backlog for this journal was approximately 3 issues. This esti- 
mate is the result of dividing the number of manuscripts for this journal in the Providence 
office that have not yet gone to the printer on the above date by the average number 
of articles per issue over the previous twelve months, reduced by the number of issues 
published in six months (the time necessary for editing and composing a typical issue). In 
an effort to make articles available as quickly as possible, articles are posted to the AMS 
website individually after proof is returned from authors and before appearing in an issue. 

A Consent to Publish and Copyright Agreement is required before a paper will be 
published in this journal. After a paper is accepted for publication, the Providence office 
will send out a Consent to Publish and Copyright Agreement to all authors of the paper. 
By submitting a paper to this journal, authors certify that the results have not been sub- 
mitted to nor are they under consideration for publication by another journal, conference 
proceedings, or similar publication. 

Information for Authors 

Initial submission. An author should submit the manuscript by e-mail to mathcomp 
Qdam.brown.edu. The manuscript should be sent as a single postscript or pdf file. Files 
can be compressed using zip or gzip making the files smaller in size. If e-mail submission is 
not feasible, three paper copies should be submitted. If the office of the Managing Editor 
is not able to print the file received from an e-mail submission, the author will be contacted 
and asked to send three paper copies instead. The author may suggest an appropriate 
editor for his or her paper. All paper copies of contributions and all books for review 
should be addressed to Chi-Wang Shu, Managing Editor, Mathematics of Computation, 
Division of Applied Mathematics, Brown University, 182 George Street, Providence, RI 
02912 USA. The date received, which is published with the final version of an accepted 
paper, is the date received in the office of the Managing Editor, and it is the responsibility 
of the author to submit manuscripts directly to this office. 

The first page must consist of a descriptive title, followed by an abstract that summa- 
rizes the article in language suitable for workers in the general field (algebra, analysis, 
etc.). The descriptive title should be short, but informative; useless or vague phrases such 
as "some remarks about" or "concerning" should be avoided. The abstract must be brief 
and reasonably self-contained. Included with the footnotes to the paper should be the 
2000 Mathematics Subject Classification representing the primary and secondary subjects 
of the article. The classifications are accessible from www. ams. org/msc/. The list of clas- 
sifications is also available in print starting with the 1999 annual index of Mathematical 
Reviews. The Mathematics Subject Classification footnote may be followed by a list of key 
words and phrases describing the subject matter of the article and taken from it. Journal 
abbreviations used in bibliographies are listed in the latest Mathematical Reviews annual 
index. The series abbreviations are also accessible from www.ams. org/publications/. 
To help in preparing and verifying references, the AMS offers MR Lookup, a Reference 
Tool for Linking, at www. ams. org/mrlookup/. When the manuscript is submitted, authors 
should supply the editor with electronic addresses if available. These will be printed after 
the postal address at the end of each article. 

Electronically prepared manuscripts. For the final submission of accepted papers, 
the AMS encourages use of electronically prepared manuscripts, with a strong preference 
for 

AJ4S-_LATEX. 
To this end, the Society has prepared A4MS-LATIEX author packages for 

each AMS publication. Author packages include instructions for preparing electronic 
manuscripts, the AMS Author Handbook, samples, and a style file that generates the 
particular design specifications of that publication series. Articles properly prepared using 
the AMS-ILATEX style file and the \label and \ref commands automatically enable extensive 
intra-document linking to the bibliography and other elements of the article for searching 
electronically on the Web. Because linking must often be added manually to electronically 
prepared manuscripts in other forms of TEX, using AMS-ILATEX also reduces the amount of 
technical intervention once the files are received by the AMS. This results in fewer errors 



in processing and saves the author proofreading time. AMS-LATIX papers also move more 
efficiently through the production stream, helping to minimize publishing costs. 

AMS-ILATEX is the highly preferred format of TEX, but author packages are also available 
in AMAS-TEX. Those authors who make use of these style files from the beginning of the 
writing process will further reduce their own efforts. Manuscripts prepared electronically 
in LA'TFX or plain TEX are normally not acceptable due to the high amount of technical time 
required to insure that the file will run properly through the AMS in-house production 
system. LAITX users will find that AM4S-ILAT)X is the same as IAT•X with additional 
commands to simplify the typesetting of mathematics, and users of plain TEX should have 
the foundation for learning AMS-LAT. X. 

Authors may retrieve an author package from the AMS website starting from www. ams. 

org/tex/ or via FTP to ftp.ams.org (login as anonymous, enter username as password, 
and type cd pub/author-info). The AMS Author Handbook and the Instruction Manual 
are available in PDF format following the author packages link from www.ams.org/tex/. 
The author package can also be obtained free of charge by sending email to pub@ams . org 
(Internet) or from the Publication Division, American Mathematical Society, 201 Charles 
Street, Providence, RI 02904-2294 USA. When requesting an author package, please spec- 
ify AMS-LATEIX or AMS-'•TX, Macintosh or IBM (3.5) format, and the publication in 
which your paper will appear. Please be sure to include your complete mailing address. 

The final version of the electronic manuscript should be sent to the Providence office 
immediately after the paper has been accepted for publication. The author should also 
send the final version of the paper manuscript to the Managing Editor, who will forward 
a copy to the Providence office. Editors will require authors to send their electronically 
prepared manuscripts to the Providence office in a timely fashion. Electronically prepared 
manuscripts can be sent via email to pub-submitDams.org (Internet) or on diskette to 
the Electronic Prepress Department, American Mathematical Society, 201 Charles Street, 
Providence, RI 02904-2294 USA. When sending a manuscript electronically, please be sure 
to include a message indicating in which publication the paper has been accepted. No 
corrections will be accepted electronically. Authors must mark their changes on their 
proof copies and return them to the Providence office. Complete instructions on how to 
send files are included in the author package. 

Electronic graphics. Comprehensive instructions on preparing graphics are available 
starting from www.ams.org/j ourhtml/authors .html. A few of the major requirements 
are given here. 

Submit files for graphics as EPS (Encapsulated PostScript) files. This includes graphics 
originated via a graphics application as well as scanned photographs or other computer- 
generated images. If this is not possible, TIFF files are acceptable as long as they can be 
opened in Adobe Photoshop or Illustrator. No matter what method was used to produce 
the graphic, it is necessary to provide a paper copy to the AMS. 

Authors using graphics packages for the creation of electronic art should also avoid the 
use of any lines thinner than 0.5 points in width. Many graphics packages allow the user 
to specify a "hairline" for a very thin line. Hairlines often look acceptable when proofed 
on a typical laser printer. However, when produced on a high-resolution laser imagesetter, 
hairlines become nearly invisible and will be lost entirely in the final printing process. 

Screens should be set to values between 15% and 85%. Screens which fall outside of this 
range are too light or too dark to print correctly. Variations of screens within a graphic 
should be no less than 10%. 

AMS policy on making changes to articles after posting. Articles are posted to 
the AMS website individually after proof is returned from authors and before appearing 
in an issue. To preserve the integrity of electronically published articles, once an article is 
individually posted to the AMS website but not yet in an issue, changes cannot be made 
in place in the paper. However, an "Added after posting" section may be added to the 
paper right before the References when there is a critical error in the content of the paper. 
The "Added after posting" section gives the author an opportunity to correct this type 
of critical error before the article is put into an issue for printing and before it is then 



reposted with the issue. The "Added after posting" section remains a permanent part of 
the paper. The AMS does not keep author-related information, such as affiliation, current 
address, and email address, up to date after a paper is initially posted. 

Once the article is assigned to an issue, even if the issue has not yet been posted to the 
AMS website, corrections may be made to the paper by submitting a traditional errata 
article to the Editor. The errata article will appear in a future print issue and will link 
back and forth on the web to the original article online. 

Secure manuscript tracking on the Web and via email. Authors can track their 

manuscripts through the AMS journal production process using the personal AMS ID and 
Article ID printed in the upper right-hand corner of the Consent to Publish form sent to 
each author who publishes in AMS journals. Access to the tracking system is available 
from www. ams. org/mstrack/ or via email sent to mstrack-query3ams. org. To access by 
email, on the subject line of the message simply enter the AMS ID and Article ID. To 
track more than one manuscript by email, choose one of the Article IDs and enter the 
AMS ID and the Article ID followed by the word all on the subject line. An explanation 
of each production step is provided on the web through links from the manuscript tracking 
screen. Questions can be sent to mcom-queryfams. org. 

TFEX 
files available. Beginning with the January 1992 issue of the Bulletin and the 

January 1996 issues of Transactions, Proceedings, Mathematics of Computation, and the 
Journal of the AMS, TJX files can be downloaded from the AMS website, starting from 

www.ams.org/journals/. Authors without Web access may request their files at the 
address given below after the article has been published. For Bulletin papers published in 
1987 through 1991 and for Transactions, Proceedings, Mathematics of Computation, and 
the Journal of the AMS papers published in 1987 through 1995, TEX files are available 

upon request for authors without Web access by sending email to file-requesteams. org 
or by contacting the Electronic Prepress Department, American Mathematical Society, 
201 Charles Street, Providence, RI 02904-2294 USA. The request should include the title 
of the paper, the name(s) of the author(s), the name of the publication in which the paper 
has or will appear, and the volume and issue numbers if known. The T~X file will be sent 
to the author making the request after the article goes to the printer. If the requestor can 
receive Internet email, please include the email address to which the file should be sent. 
Otherwise please indicate a diskette format and postal address to which a disk should 
be mailed. Note: Because TEX production at the AMS sometimes requires extra fonts 
and macros that are not yet publicly available, T'IFX files cannot be guaranteed to run 

through the author's version of TEX without errors. The AMS regrets that it cannot 

provide support to eliminate such errors in the author's ]TEX environment. 

Inquiries. Any inquiries concerning a paper that has been accepted for publication 
that cannot be answered via the manuscript tracking system mentioned above should be 
sent to mcom-queryoams. org or directly to the Electronic Prepress Department, American 
Mathematical Society, 201 Charles Street, Providence, RI 02904-2294 USA. 
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The website of the AMS 
facilitates access to 
scientific information, 
resources, and tools for 
the mathematical 
community. Sample 
topics that you'Il find 
include ... 

Membership 
www.ams.org/membership 
join the AMS, renew your membership, take 
advantage of member-only services, and more! 

Employment Services 
www ams.org/employment 
Check out job listings, visit the employment 
center, get help with your academic job search, 
and more! 

Meetings & Conferences 
www ams org/meetings 
Register for meetings, find out about dates and 
places of meetings and conferences, learn how 
to submit an abstract or paper, and more! 

Books 
www.ams.org/bookstore 
Visit the AMS Bookstore to browse and purchase 
publications, products, and services. 

Journals 
www.ams.org/journals 
Read about cutting-edge research; view papers 
online prior to their publication in the printed 
issue, browse Notices of the AMS and Bulletin of the 
AMS-both are free online! 

MathSciNet 

www.ams.org/mathscinet 
Mathematical Reviews on the Web-the premier 
source for searching the world's mathematical liter 
ature. 

Math Reviews 
www.ams.org/mr-database 
Submit reviews, learn about MR-derived products, 
utilize MR resources, and more! 

Careers and Education 
www.ams.org/careers-edu 
Find student help, learn about funding, surveys, and 
programs in the mathematical sciences! 

There's more! Other AMS Website features include: 
* AMS User Account Services ~ 
* "Your Subscriptions" Information 
* Mathematical News and Information 
* What's New in Math 
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A lifelong passion for 
mathematics most often grows 
from youthful enthusiasm 

Hundreds of our present research mathematicians had their first 
mathematical experience in a summer program. Thousands of 
scientists and professionals learned about mathematics in this way. 
The American Mathematical Society's Epsilon Fund was established in 
1999 to support such young scholars programs for talented high 
school students. The dedicated faculty, organizers, teachers and 
mentors, and students can benefit greatly from the support of the 
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illustrated "snapshots" designed to promote appreciation 
and understanding of the role mathematics plays in science, 
nature, technology, and human culture. 

Download these and other Mathematical Moments pdf 
files at www.ams.org/mathmoments. 
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formulated within the past twenty-live years. 
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RSA. is behind the encryption in modem browsers. The National Institute 
of Standards and Technology recently adopted an Advanced Encryption 
Standard that will be used for electronic communication in the years to 
come. This new standard uses permutations, modular arithmetic, polyno- 
mialsmatrices, and finite fields to transmit information freely but securely. 
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Feature Column 
Monthly essays on mathematical topics. 

Recent columns include "Voting and Elections" and 
"Mathematics and the Genome" by Joe Malkevitch (York 
College, CUNY). The archive includes essays by Malkevitch, 
Tony Phillips, and Steven Weintraub. 

Math in the Media 
Highlights of math news in the media. 

Tony Phillips (Stony Brook University) provides analysis and 
personal commentaries on math-related stories from major 
metropolitan newspapers and science magazines on a wide 
range of topics: John Nash, Ben Franklin's Magic Squares, the 
Abel Prize, the hat problem, education, Fourier transform of the 
fossil record, differential equations of pathogen virulence, and 
many more. 

Math Digest 
Summaries of articles on mathematics. 

AMS staff writers and AMS-AAAS Media Fellows post 
summaries of math-related articles that appear in Science, 
Nature, Scientific American, American Scientist, Science News, 
Discover, Nature Science Update, New Scientist, newspapers, 
and other print and Web sources. 
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